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SUBJECT: ALLEGED PIRATING OF U.S. FILMS ON BELGIAN TV 

L FREDERICK GRONICH, VICE PRESIDENT OF MOTION PICTURE 
EXPORT ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, CALLED ON EMBASSY JUNE 18 
TO DISCUSS ALLEGED PIRATING OF COPYRIGHTED U.S. 

FILMS. GRONICH SAID BELGIAN CABLE TV SHOWED IN BELGIUM 
U.S. AND FOREIGN FILMS RECEIVED FROM THE DUTCH, GERMAN, 

AND FRENCH TV NETWORKS, BUT DID NOT PAY ROYALTIES. THIS, 
GRONICH CLAIMS DEPRIVES U.S. COMPANIES OF DESERVED REVENUES. 

2. WHILE NOT REQUESTING AN OUTRIGHT REPRESENTATION WITH 
THE GOB AT THIS TIME, GRONICH ASKED THAT WE MENTION 
SUBJECT TO BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY TO LET THEM KNOW OF 
OUR AWARENESS OF THE PROBLEM. GRONICH SAYS THE EMBASSIES 
OF OTHER COUNTRIES ALSO AFFECTED WILL BE ASKED BY THEIR 
INDUSTRY TO MAKE SIMILAR DEMARCHES. 

3. BELGIAN CABLE TV DOES SHOW U.S. FILMS RECEIVED FROM 
FOREIGN NETWORKS, AND WE ASSUME GRONICH IS CORRECT 
IN STATING THAT ROYALTIES HAVE NOT BEEN PAID BY THE 
BELGIANS ON THESE FILMS. WE ARE NOT AWARE, HOWEVER, 

OF WHAT THE LEGALITIES OF THE ALLEGED PIRATING ARE. 

GRONICH SAID THIS QUESTION HAS BEEN RAISED WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT. ACTION REQUESTED: WE WOULD APPRECIATE 

ANY ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND THE DEPARTMENT MAY HAVE AND 
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THIS MATTER. GRONICH IS HOPING TO HAVE EMBASSY SUPPORT 
WITHIN NEXT WEEK OR 10 DAYS.FIRESTONE 
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